
Will all children have access to high quality childcare that meets their
educational and developmental needs in a safe, nurturing environment
supporting them to achieve their full potential, including children with
additional needs including SEN, language barriers, etc.?

Will no child live in poverty as a result of a parent's inability to access or
stay in paid work or due to the high cost of childcare?

Parents on benefits can’t
even access NICSS!

Will all types of childcare settings be enabled to deliver high quality,
sustainable, accessible childcare across a range of settings through
strategic investment by Government?

The Dept. considered
and rejected Caps -

Why? 

Will all parents be able to access, stay in and progress in paid work, or
education and training facilitated by affordable, accessible and flexible
childcare?

Will all parents be supported to undertake the amount of paid work that
suits the needs of their family with adequate financial support to live
free from poverty?

Will there be a significant reduction in the gender pay gap and social
inequality through ensuring that no-one’s employment options are
constrained by lack of access to affordable, flexible childcare?

Will economic growth be stimulated through employers having access
to a wider pool of skilled, experienced potential employees for
recruitment?

Will the childcare workforce be valued and supported through proper
investment in skills development and career progression,  and will
workers be recognised as professionals and see that recognition
reflected in fair pay and decent terms and conditions?

Will specific support for community based childcare be increased and
expanded such as that delivered through the Women’s Centre
Childcare Fund (WCCF) model as this model best meets the needs of
low-income women and especially those who live in areas of increased
deprivation?

No
timelines,
costings,

investment
plans...

The only mention of the WCCF is in an Appendix - nothing on its
expansion, its resourcing, or recognition of its good practice...

Given the current cost of childcare and that the proposals in this
Strategy will contribute to rising costs without new plans to tackle

this, parents will not be able to access any of the above. 
Definitely not! 

the strategy is actually
making it worse by rolling
back pre-school provision. 

There was an opportunity here to stimulate economic growth, but lack
of ambition, failure to apply or expand on best practice, and no

investment plan result in a missed opportunity...unless changes are made! 

C H I L D C A R E  S T R A T E G Y  C H E C K - L I S T

In fact, children with
additional needs will lose

out more! 

NICSS is having the effect of
raising childcare prices, which may
push more parents out of work.

No mention of investment in community
childcare infrastructure like the Women’s

Centre Childcare fund (WCCF)... 

I want to give you a good score, but you need to show HOW you’re going to do it!

This strategy will NOT reduce
gender inequalities, especially

for low-income women!

0/9It’s clea
r you

haven’t been

paying attention...


